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Early Childhood Programs 



What is inquiry? 

 

A process of gaining understanding through questioning and exploring. 
 
 in-depth 
  over time 

many facets 
      exploration 

        
   one complex topic or question 





What are young children like? 

• They are active. 

• They are concrete. 

• They are curious. 

• They ask questions. 

• They use their imaginations. 

• They listen to and tell stories. 

 



Science in Pre-K 
Professional Development 

 

• 5 year collaboration with DCPS 

 

• Funded by a Grow Up Great with Science 
grant from PNC Foundation 

 

• Steady growth of program and gradual 
buy-in from all levels  

 

 



• 7 class sessions at the museum 

• mentoring, field trips, classroom visits 

 

• for lead and assistant teachers 

 

• based on Young Scientist Series and 
EDC model for professional 
development 

 

 



TEACHERS LEARN ABOUT  
BUILDING STRUCTURES 

http://api.ning.com/files/UXiqSuJdely3PcSp0Tp22VttBn5h2ohUP1zNT3iPUUc_/Session1Tuesday009.jpg


STUDENTS BUILD STRUCTURES 



Documentation - 
students draw their work 



teachers explore  
Shadows and Light 

http://api.ning.com/files/FT5wdsCGdi1MN-MPxDuo27*B1C9ZDk6idi5D1G7a0Lie1FpS4ZSQUtxqskLchef3-UM7cMeUQNtejZGIS7bXhYvY2QNeFazK/Session4pics026.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/StYfGiS*lqwxHH*PzWwiTbIFWyZiXwiku-fStEQKM1tWoD1THzLXc4UzKQLEf4oOuSdPpRJ57N6KnS71*53WbxFZ2NZHK*sh/Session4pics018.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/9rmbbDCKbgSlp0TSsg3S0NfPMLvR8OkgNOygK9648-lkMiJpUa6JVTTqbP2AikFM4kO2WeKkP0yTOZzpJOUcd6ZKP5sN39de/Session4pics017.jpg


students explore Shadows and Light 



teachers test  
physical properties of water  

http://api.ning.com/files/S4Dwk2ysLFuwOiQAUHFQripkw8*E*F61XGtQ2UMxBD4oG9qJnkAvEBj-981yfk7Xllr36WwzIAOC5z3hkfZyuMFnQw3hApoc/sessions5and6033.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/yaBe8Wyx7DIdvgz7BdUtyYBE59pzj-okbHzE8VmXOxaCSpbhZOgA7lBNLUbT*sUR2Y*fY4RpCp*2PM*gc6w6yaaR5QzDlXhT/sessions5and6039.jpg


students test  
physical properties of water 



Fully aware of how science is critical in these 
early years, I can now build on children's 
natural interest in our world and how things 
work. The hands-on, exploratory approach to 
training teachers gave a working model with 
which to build a truly meaningful experience 
for the children…I am now encouraged to 
develop my own skills in questioning and will 
seek training to do so.  
-Ayanna Flowers 

The focus was clearly on learning 
new skills for inquiry that stimulate 
the students to find their own 
answers or at least to refine their 
questions…That concept was new to 
me and totally refreshing to learn.  
-Sybil Peace 

http://api.ning.com/files/S6OfrBzQ4tUcYMFv1UPCWBfKARPdMcInRpu9MvyZvw4_/openexplorationwithcitiblocks017.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/uT9MBettj78OTdlirzFFwnFRI2xToe4m58U4*p*MOHN1gWP52oUFb83jrXbnRwMJigng0VkkUD9RXrwTSK1jvhoHpPpRmeAr/sessions5and6020.jpg


Reserved School Programs 



Drop-in story time for families 



Programs link children’s literature to 
museum objects 



sensory opportunities 



Model building and arts 



Hands-on, active learning 



dramatic play 



Building memorable  
learning experiences! 



designing an aircraft 

Inspired by the  
National Air and Space Museum 

















You try it! 

 

• Explore the available materials 

• Design an aircraft 

• Build your design 

• Test it. Will it fly? 

• Refine. 



 
 

Please share your  
Seriously Amazing stories! 

 

  

  Ann Caspari 

  CaspariAK@si.edu 

  (202)633-2557 


